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(Sample GENERIC investigation questions for neighbor/witness to animal cruelty.  This is

meant to be a guide for the type of information you may want to elicit during an

investigation.  It is not comprehensive (complete) and you may not need to ask all

questions.  Similar questions can be asked of the owner of an abused animal, with slight

modification.)

Full Name (include maiden name):

Sex: Date of Birth:

Residential Address:

Phone:  H)     W)  Cell)

Drivers License: Social Security #:

Today’s Date:

Date of Incident:

Location of Incident:

Brief description of incident:

Number, species, name, description and disposition of all animals on property --

currently and at the time of the incident:
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1) How long have you lived at this address?

2) When are you normally at home?

3) Who else lives on your property?  Do you think they ever saw the animals on the
neighboring property?  What are their names and contact information?

4) Who is your neighbor (where the animals we’re talking about are located)?

5) Do you know how to contact him or her?  Her phone number, where she works,
relatives’ names and contact information?

6)  Can you describe this person physically?

7)  How long has he or she lived next to you?

8) Does anyone else live on the property, or visit your neighbor’s property?   (try to get
names and contact information).

10) When did you first notice animals on the property?  How many?  What happened to
each of the animals you’ve seen on the property?
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12) How long have you seen the specific animal in question on the property?

13) Please describe the animal’s physical condition when you first saw him or her and
when you last saw him or her.

14) When did you first notice problems with the animals?

15) How long did the negligent care continue?

19) Describe any care you saw the animals receiving.  Do you know who was responsible
       for providing care for the animals?

20) Did you ever observe the animals vocalizing or making noises?  How often, when,
circumstances, type of vocalization, etc…

21) Do you think the owner could hear the animals vocalizing?

22) Did you ever observe the owner acknowledging the animals’ vocalizing (by yelling at
them, giving them food or water, etc….)?

23) Have you had any contact with your neighbor at any time regarding animals you have
       seen on her property?  When?  What type of contact?  Specifically, did you ever
       point out to your neighbor that the animal did not look well?  What was the response?
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24) Has your neighbor, at any time, given you any indication that he or she was aware of
the animals’ physical condition, health, welfare or level of suffering?  When, how…..?

25) To your knowledge, has your neighbor made any statements indicating that she was
        withholding food, water and shelter from the animals for a specific reason?

26) Have you ever seen a veterinarian on the property examining or treating the animals?
(who, when, etc…)

27) Have you ever seen anyone giving the animals medical treatment or taking them to a
veterinarian?  (who, when, etc… did they have the owner’s permission….)

28)  Have you ever given the animals food or water?  Why?  How often?

33)  Please give us the names and contact information of anyone else who has seen animals
on this property over the last year or have other information about the owner or her care
of these animals.

34) Are you aware of any existing photographs or videotape of animals on this property
over the last year?  Who has them – contact information?

35) To your knowledge are there other animals on the property now or in the owner’s care?
Possibly at another location?

Signature of Witness                                                                                                     Date

Signature of Investigator                                                                                                Date
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Signature of additional witness if applicable:                                                                  Date


